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The purpose of this study was to examine the characteristics of the vocational 
programs for general high school students(VPGH) and evaluate outcomes of 
those programs. The followings were research questions of this study. First, how 
many students had enrolled in these programs in 2009 and has the number of 
applicants increased in recent years? Secondly, what are the official objectives 
of VPGH and what are the goals of VPGH perceived by students and teachers? 
Thirdly, what are the employment rates of graduates of theses programs, the 
percentages of graduates who pursued higher education, and the rate of students 
who passed qualification tests?
The number of students who completed VPGH has increased conspicuously 
between 2008 and 2009, from 3,784 to 5,643. 40.3% of them were educated in 
special schools for VPGH(Industrial information schools), 30.8% were trained in 
public vocational training institutes supported by the Ministry of Labour, and 
25.7% were trained in private vocational institutions.
The official  objectives of VPGH is to provide vocational training for 
students who do not have a plan to go to the universities. Yet, 17.3% of 
students had chosen VPGH expecting that they might have a higher chance to 
get admission from technical colleges and 31.4% students had chosen VPGH not 
for getting jobs but because they didn't have any other choices due to low 
academic achievement. Only 4% of students had chosen these programs for 
getting jobs. The gap between the official objective of VPGH and goals 
perceived by students could cause confusion and conflict in evaluating the 
validity of the content and the outcome of these programs.
The employment rate was the highest in public vocational training 
institutes(54.1%), and the lowest in the Technical Information schools(10.5%). 
The success rate in getting qualifications was the highest in the public 
vocational training institutions(82.1%) followed by Industrial Information 
schools(72.7%), and private training institutes(51.2%). On the other hand, the 
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entrance rate for higher education was the highest in Industrial Information 
schools, the lowest in the public vocational training institutes.
To clarify the objectives of VPGH and divide roles among different groups of 
institutes were suggested,
